Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

5-7-2009

UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 84, No. 52
WKU Student Affairs

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons,
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons
Recommended Citation
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 84, No. 52" (2009). WKU Archives Records. Paper 6741.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6741

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Herald

C Y
M K

college heights

Thursday, May 7, 2009
Volume 84, Number 52
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com

Local Hispanic
crime rates
lower than
U.S. average

Faculty, staff
prepare for
stimulus
money

ASHLEY BELCHER
Special to the Herald
Editors note: Some last
names were withheld to protect
the sources’ identities.
On a dreary day in March,
Leticia, an immigrant from
Petén, Guatemala, got a tattered
letter in the mail. She recognized
the handwriting on the envelope
as her brother’s and breathed a
sigh of relief.
She broke the seal, slid out a
thin piece of crinkled notebook
paper and read 17 scribbled
lines of Spanish.
Though none of the faint
graphite words were ‘adios’,
they added up to goodbye.
“I’m all alone now,” Leticia
said in Spanish.
Just days before Leticia
received the letter, Josue was
arrested by the Bowling Green
Police Department, she said.
Josue is one immigrant in
a growing national trend of
Hispanic crime. A 2009 Pew
Hispanic Center study found
Hispanics accounted for 40
percent of all sentenced federal
offenders, more than triple their
population share of 13 percent.
A previous study in 1991
stated that most of these offenses
were drug-related, but the current
study identifies immigration as
the main offense.
But Bowling Green doesn’t
fit the national trend, and police
are working with immigrant
communities to increase trust
and communication.
Leticia, a single mother
from a poor Guatemalan town,
joined her older brother, Josue,
in Bowling Green about eight
years after he arrived. Both are
illegal immigrants.
Leticia, her brother and
another family share the rent of
a small, three-bedroom home in
Bowling Green’s Little Mexico,
an area predominantly inhabited
by Hispanics, she said.
Leticia makes money by
picking tobacco. Josue works in
roofing. The two make modest
wages, but send almost $200
home each week to children they
left with their mother, she said.
See CRIME,

page

MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com
Western officials plan to
stimulate campus programs
and research with money from
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act.
Faculty and staff in areas
across campus, including the
Ogden College of Science and
Engineering and the College of
Health and Human Services are
preparing proposals for stimulus
money.
The grants the university’s
seeking can provide scholarships
and research opportunities said
Richard Bowker, vice president
for research and dean of graduate
studies.
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Composition of Sentenced Federal
Offenders, by Race, Ethnicity and
Citizenship, 2007 (by percentage)
Non-U.S. citizen

U.S. citizen

40

29

27
2

23
1

25

21

White

Black

11

Hispanic

Notes: Percentages may not total due to rounding.
The category “Other” is excluded.
Source: Pew Hispanic Center, 2007

JOSH MOORE u Herald reporter

J

ohn All said he met some resistance when he tried to organize an
Earth Day celebration during his first year at Western. “People
looked at me like I was crazy,” said All, an associate geography
and geology professor. That was six years ago, he said. But All said
Western’s campus has changed since then. “It’s completely transformed
and gone the other direction,” All said.
Officials say campus has moved toward
sustainability in the last year, but there’s more
progress to be made.
Sustainability Coordinator Christian RyanDowning said she credits professors such as All
and several student organizations with getting more
students involved.
“It’s not really anything tangible, but you can
just tell there’s a growing interest,” said RyanDowning, who became Western’s first sustainability
coordinator last May.
She said it hasn’t always been this way.
“Even a year ago you had to look to find this,”
Ryan-Downing said.
Now there are a lot of people doing different
things to make Western sustainable, she said. She
wants to find ways to increase awareness of all
these projects and activities next year.

GET INSIDE THE HERALD

“There’s so much happening and so much to
share,” she said. “I think it’s a good problem to
have.”
All said geography and geology professors have
taught sustainable development courses for about
ten years.
Now other departments, such as the College of
Business, have started to get involved. Bringing
course curriculums together is the next step, he
said.
Nancy Givens, sustainability programs
development coordinator since January, works with
academic departments on integration.
Officials are working on two new online master’s
degree programs that help integrate sustainability
classes on campus, she said.
See GREEN,
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“We will be wellpositioned to attract this
money to Kentucky, which
is extremely important for
economic development
and to increase innovation
and talent for our state.”
— Sue Patrick
Communications director, Council on
Postsecondary Education

“These are things that make
a good university great,” he
said.
Kentucky universities have
two routes to get stimulus
money — through statewide
committees
or
through
university personnel filling out
grant proposals, Bowker said.
Made up of members from
public and private universities,
the state committees cover
sectors including college
readiness and energy and
sustainability, said Sue Patrick,
communications director for
the Council on Postsecondary
Education.
She said CPE’s reviewing
about 50 proposals from the
committees before eventually
submitting Kentucky’s proposals
for stimulus money.
“There’s a mix of ideas
and innovations that are in the
hopper,” she said.
Patrick said Kentucky
wants to be ready when federal
agencies request proposals.
She said having collaborations
between the universities might put
Kentucky in a better position to
get grant money.
“We will be well-positioned
to attract this money to Kentucky,
which is extremely important for
economic development and to
increase innovation and talent for
our state,” she said.
Bowker said faculty and staff
can apply for grants through
organizations, such as the
National Science Foundation,
that received stimulus money.
See STIMULUS,
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32,681

People participated in the largest tea party
at Nehru Stadium in Indore, India, on Feb.24,
2008.

1,802
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 through 9 with no repeats. Solution, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com

thousand words

People combined to form the largest guitar
ensemble and simultaneously play “Smoke
on the Water” in Leinfelden-Echterdingen,
Germany, on June 26, 2007.
Source: http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com

This semester Herald
photojournalists find interesting
stories on the edges of campus.

in the shadow of the Hill

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ
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Crime reports

Reports

u Laura Reeves, Bemis
Lawrence Hall, reported on
May 5 that her laptop and cell
phone were stolen from her
dorm room. The value of the
theft was $900.

t

u Christion Shanks and
Geremy Bailey, McCormack
Hall, reported on May 4 that a
textbook and cell phone were
stolen from their dorm room.
The value of the theft was
$339.20.

T

wenty-year-old Curtis Frost of Ontario, Canada he’ll be attending Western in the fall. “Everyone I know
rides his long board down Chestnut Street lives here,” he said.
back to his brother’s house after long boarding
Frost said he is also transferring to Western because
around Bowling Green last night.
of its policy with Florida State. All of his credits will
“I bought a 30-year-old Burton board about four years ago transfer. For now he’s living with his brother Adam on
and I rode it to school and it went on from there,” he said. Chestnut Street, but Frost said he plans to go back to
Vancouver, Canada for the summer.
After moving to Florida from Ontario in high school to
attend Florida State, Frost said he moved to Bowling Once he returns to Western he plans to major in
Green because many of his friends live here. He said physiology.
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Correction

Due to a Herald error
information in a front page
article about Jayray Fiene’s
gender reassignment process in
the May 5 issue was incorrect.
The Herald referenced
Chicago Bears baseball. The
Chicago Bears are a football
team.
Pittsburg State University
was also misspelled.
The Herald regrets the
errors.
The College Heights Herald
corrects all confirmed errors
that are brought to reporters’
or editors’ attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to
report a correction, or e-mail us
at editor@chherald.com.
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Changes expected
in loan programs
proposal would save money that could be
redirected to the need-based Pell Grant program,
Chitty said.
A proposal from President Barack Obama’s
The Congressional budget estimates
administration would cut the number of student eliminating FFELP would save about $94 billion
loan programs from two to one.
over 10 years, he said.
Congress continues to discuss options for the
Cindy Burnette, Western’s director of student
competing loan programs as some financial aid financial assistance, said in an e-mail that
gurus worry that having only one loan program eliminating FFELP would force universities to
would be a disservice to students.
use the direct loan program, keeping them from
The proposal might also free up money for choosing the best programs to meet student
Pell Grants.
needs.
Obama’s proposal would eliminate the
“Loss of competition between the two
Federal Family Education Loan Program through programs could potentially result in lack of
which private and public nonprofit lenders give innovation and less efficient programs,” she
student loans, said Haley Chitty, director
said in the e-mail.
of communications for the National
Kentucky’s
nonprofit
Association of Student Financial Aid
lender, the Student Loan
Administrators.
People, makes loans through
He said a lot of people think
FFELP, said Ted Franzeim,
eliminating FFELP would kill
vice president of customer
private lenders, such as Sallie Mae.
relations for the Student Loan
Results are uncertain.
People and the Kentucky
The proposal would make the
Higher Education Assistance
— Haley Chitty Authority.
government-run Federal Direct Loan
Program the sole student loan program Director of Communications for
The Student Loan People
NASFAA Web site urges students,
beginning July 1, 2010, Chitty said.
The Department of Education makes
parents and universities to
and directs loans through the program
contact legislators to oppose
instead of insuring loans given by other parties. Obama’s proposal.
Now, the government insures the FFELP
Franzeim said that, in addition to lending, the
loans because lenders wouldn’t have incentive Student Loan People gives money to the state’s
to provide student loans without some sort of grant and scholarship programs — support that
collateral, he said.
could be affected by the death of FFELP.
“It’s not a very attractive investment for
Franzeim said he’s unsure of what Congress
banks to make student loans,” Chitty said. will decide.
“There’s no house or car to repossess if the
Various groups continue to work with
student’s unable to pay.”
Congress to find the best options for students,
Through eliminating FFELP, Obama’s he said.
MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com

“It’s not a very
attractive investment for banks
to make student
loans.”
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ADMINISTRATION

Kirchmeyer to retire Sept. 30
MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com
Western will bid farewell to Richard
Kirchmeyer next semester and welcome a new
vice president for information technology.
Kirchmeyer’s retirement date is Sept. 30, said
John Bonaguro, dean of the College of Health and
Human Services.
A committee chaired by Bonaguro will
continue interviewing candidates this week and
next week, Bonaguro said.
John Bowers, director of academic technology,
has worked with Kirchmeyer since 2004 and also
serves on the selection committee.
Bowers said Kirchmeyer advocated the 24-hour
computer lab in Mass Media and Technology
Hall.
“It was built sort of according to the idea that
he had for it,” he said. “It’s just been a great
success.”
President Gary Ransdell said Kirchmeyer
led Western’s conversion to a wireless
campus.
“He has provided state-of-the-art knowledge
and guidance to our IT programs,” he said.
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Ransdell said he expects Kirchmeyer’s
successor to have the knowledge to keep the
university ahead of changing technology.
The Herald couldn’t reach Kirchmeyer for
comment.
Bonaguro said students were e-mailed and
invited to attend the interviews, but not many
have showed up so far.
He said the new vice president will hopefully
start Sept. 1 to have some transition time and help
from Kirchmeyer.
Selection committee members will make a list
of the candidates’ strengths and weaknesses to
submit to Provost Barbara Burch, who ultimately
selects the candidate, Bonaguro said.
Candidates are Alan Hargrave, chief
information officer and associate professor of
physics at Samford University; Margaret Massey,
chief information officer and interim dean of
the School of Extended Learning at Norfolk
State University; Brad Reese, principal of Reese
Consulting Associates and Robert Owen, associate
vice president for information technology at
Cabrillo College.
Their resumes are posted online at www.wku.
edu/infotech/vpitsearch.
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OTTOMS

TOPS to the
semester being
over. Now we can
finally escape the
confines of the
classroom.
BOTTOMS to
finals week. We’re
drowning in term
papers and
scantrons.

TOPS to Spike
Lee coming to
campus.

BOTTOMS to
no dead week.
We’d like the
time to relax
before finals.

TOPS to Western’s graduates
entering the real
world.

BOTTOMS
to the poor job
market those
graduates face.
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Opinion
STAFF EDITORIAL

Marsupial
Awards
The Herald’s take on the good,
the bad and the ugly
If finals week and an economic
recession have you bummed out, then
allow the Herald staff to re-ignite that
light at the end of the tunnel for you.
It’s the end of the school year, and
between our last-minute projects and
all-night cram sessions, we’ve come
together to bring you the 2008-2009
Marsupial Awards. These annual awards
are a Herald tradition in which we look
back at the stories that shaped the past
year at Western. Good or bad, we’ve got
you covered.
To start things off, we bestow the
“Nothing to See Here” Award upon the
Western administration for October
22, 2008. They sure do know how stay
cool in the face of such a monumental
non-emergency.
President Ransdell gets his own keg.
Now he can host dollar beer night at his
house.
After last season’s success, the men’s
basketball team receives the “HolySmokes-They-Actually-Won-WhenWe-Didn’t-Think-They-Would”
Award. That will teach the Hilltopper
faithful to not be such fair-weather friends.

Coach Ken McDonald doesn’t get
an award. His $100,000 raise should
suffice.
We give the Hot Rods a bucket of
Kentucky Fried Cave Shrimp. Who
knows, maybe that’ll be enough to get
the Delta Tau Delta members out to some
games.
To every Western student with a
cell phone, we give an unlimited text
messaging plan. Now we won’t have to
pay to know about falling trees branches
on campus.
The football team gets a quarterback,
running back, linebacker, wide receiver
… Hopefully that’s enough to win a Sun
Belt game next season.
For the faculty and staff complaining
about a lack of raises, we give a lesson
from rapper The Notorious B.I.G.:
“Mo’ Money Mo’ Problems.”
Western’s rabbit statues get a lifetime
supply of condoms. Let’s hope that no
more rabbits appear on campus.
Members of the Student Government

Association get a math lesson. We think
it might help them keep track of time and
budget their money a little better next
year.

To the great state of Kentucky, we
bestow a whole crop of casinos. It’s
about time the ordinary citizen helped
make up this budget deficit.

Every student also gets a free movie
ticket. Because we could all use a twohour escape during this recession.

Finally, the Herald gives out a shot to
anyone who has to buy cigarettes or
alcohol. May it ease the pain of higher
taxes.

Those infamous “course shoppers” get
their own credit cards. This should
make their shopping experience much
more convenient.
Greener Groundz gets a spell check.
That’s just embarrassing.

Thanks to all of our readers for a great
year, and good luck on your finals.
This editorial represents the majority
opinion of the Herald’s 10-member editorial board.

COMMENTARY

Student Government Association is your organization
Kendrick Bryan

SGA Executive Vice President

Since being elected, the new officers
of the Student Government Association
have been asked how current and future
students can get involved. To create
the most diverse branches, we have
encouraged getting new faces involved to
start new initiatives and events.
Currently, the SGA claims a few staples
such as organizational aid, the annual Hall
of Distinguished Seniors presentation,

campus safety walks, campus clean-up
events, sponsoring extended library hours,
field trip, textbook, and study abroad
scholarships, as well as the Provide-ARide program.
However, we want to think of new
ways to better student life on the Hill.
Administrative Vice President Justin
Thurman and I campaigned on using more
student funds on the students through
our scholar development initiative in
which more money will be allotted to
scholarships for study abroad as well as
for research conferences. We also hope to
provide complementary test materials in

convenient locations for campus residents
and commuters.
There is much more to the SGA than
the budget. There are committees and
positions that will require the attention
of dedicated and determined students; we
will need assistance with our Academic
Affairs, Student Affairs, Public Relations,
Sustainability, Legislative Research,
Campus Improvements and Diversity
Issues committees. The SGA is also
looking for new faces to represent the
study body on University committees
as well as in the Student Senate. Please
contact SGA President Kevin Smiley

with questions and concerns.
Applications are currently available
in the SGA office for the positions of
director of Public Relations, director of
Information Technology and director of
Academic and Student Affairs. These
positions are for the 2009-2010 academic
year and require weekly office hours.
If interested, please visit the SGA office
in Room 130 of the Downing University
Center, call (270) 745-4354 or visit the
SGA Web site at www.wku.edu/sga.
This commentary does not represent the
opinion of the Herald or the university.

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries
on topics of public
interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be 700-800
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.
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Students lobby City
Commission about
stimulus money

Some Western students
encouraged the Bowling Green
City Commission Tuesday
to spend stimulus money on
weatherizing homes.
Lexington junior Greg
Capillo spoke to Mayor Elaine
Walker and commissioners at
a work session on Tuesday
afternoon.
A couple of other Western
students also attended.
Bowling Green is receiving
money from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009, known as the
stimulus bill.
The city is receiving money
from a number of different
grants, including the Energy
Efficiency and Conservation
Block Grant Program.
The city should be receiving
about $585,600 from the
EECBG, which provides
grants to governments, states,
territories and American
Indian tribes to fund projects
that reduce energy use and
fossil fuel emissions.
Capillo
asked
commissioners to consider
using the EECBG money to
weatherize homes in Bowling
Green.
“Weatherizing could save
homeowners tons of money,
and if we can get the whole
community behind it there
could be great results,” he said
at the session.
Capillo,
who
was
representing
Kentuckians
for the Commonwealth, said
Bowling Green could make a
lot of improvements toward
becoming a sustainable
community.
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Capillo
said
some
homeowners in Bowling Green
are paying extraordinarily high
heating bills. Weatherizing
homes could change that.
“There are people with
minimum wage jobs who are
paying $500 for utilities in the
winter,” he said.
Capillo said he felt the
presentation went well.
“We want to make sure
the money goes to the parts
of Bowling Green that need
it, not the parts that would
be politically convenient,” he
said.
The EECBG is divided
into several different grants,
Commissioner
Bruce
Wilkerson said.
Wilkerson said he expects
about $50,000 of the money
to go toward weatherizing
homes.
The money would be divided
into mini-grants between
$1,000-$2,500, which would
be given to Bowling Green
residents to help weatherize
their homes, he said.
Wilkerson said the grants
would help families with low
incomes reduce their home
utility costs each month.
The city commission will
vote on how to spend the
money at its next meeting,
Wilkerson said.
On average, weatherizing
reduces heating bills by 32
percent and overall energy
bills by about $350 per year
at current prices, according to
the US Department of Energy
Web site.
The savings help push
communities toward job
growth
and
economic
development, according to the
Web site.
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‘Lost Boy’ has found happiness
Kwai went to Murray State University, where he met his
friend Jack Cobb, a part-time English faculty member at
Western.
Gabriel Akech Kwai uses his journey from Sudan to Kentucky
Cobb said his roommate changed the way he views life.
to help and inspire friends in both places.
“Coming home to Kwai puts everything in
Kwai, a Louisville resident, was born in 1979 in Bor, Sudan, perspective,” he said. “No matter how bad your day
which is in the southern part of the country, he said.
was, you can think about his life, and you realize what
He and his family lived in Bor until he was seven years old, a real bad day is.”
when murmurs began about a civil war about to erupt in Sudan,
Kwai graduated from Murray State in December 2007 and
Kwai said.
started a non-profit organization, Kwai said.
Kwai was separated from his family and left Bor after his father
He began with the idea to educate women in Southern Sudan,
was murdered by the government of Khartoum, the capitol city of and it evolved into the Women’s Educational Empowerment
Northern Sudan, and civil war wrecked the country in 1987, he Project for Southern Sudan, he said.
said.
Kwai said the literacy rate for women in Southern
After the turmoil in Sudan, he said he journeyed to
Sudan is about 12 percent.
Ethiopia with 33,000 other children who had lost their
He got a small group of students together from
families to the war. These children became known as the
Murray State, including Cobb, to start WEEP, he
“Lost Boys of Sudan.”
said.			
Next, the government of Ethiopia ordered the refugees
Kwai’s plan involves sponsoring young women
to leave the country. So the lost boys started the walk to
and sending them to the best schools in surrounding
Kenya, Kwai said.
African countries, Kwai said.
On their way to Kenya, Kwai and the lost boys were
According to the WEEP Web site, the organization
attacked by the Ethiopian militia. In one day, about 5,000
sponsors about 10 girls.
lost boys were killed, he said.
He said he moved to Louisville in May 2008.
But Kwai survived and, in 1991, found safety in a Gabriel Akech Kwai
“I found it very hard to get a career set up in
camp in Kenya called Kakuma. He lived there for nine
Louisville,” Kwai said.
years and got his elementary and high school education,
Kwai began working part time for Home Depot
Kwai said.
after moving, and eventually found a full-time job, he said. But he
“One day we were visited by a man who asked us about our was let go from the full-time job in January.		
future,” he said. “We told him that we wanted an education.”
He said he’s training for a job at Republic Bank in Louisville,
He said the man brought him and some of the lost boys to the where he was hired two weeks ago.
U.S.
“I pray everyday and I hope that things keep going well and stay
Feeling excited and liberated, Kwai said he arrived in Kentucky how they are now because this is my dream and I am very happy,”
in December 2001.
Kwai said.
STEPHEN MICHAELS
news@chherald.com

t

BOWLING GREEN

EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
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News briefs

Kentucky Guild of Artists and
Craftsmen host Spring Fair

Western’s Owensboro campus is
sponsoring a workshop to help students
prepare for the Graduate Record
Examination, according to Western’s news
blog.
The GRE is a standardized test that most
universities, including Western, require for

admission to graduate school, according to
the blog.
The workshop is scheduled for May 20
from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. in the conference
room at the Advanced Technology Center on
the campus of the Owensboro Community
and Technical College, according to the
blog.
Students often procrastinate in
their endeavor to begin work on their
master’s degrees because of the cost
and difficulty of the GRE, according to
the blog.
Associate Psychology Professor Reagan
Brown will lead the workshop, according
to the blog.
Students must register by May 15. To
register, call Lewatis McNeal, graduate
advisor, at (270) 684-9797.
-Emily Ulber
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The Kentucky Guild of Artists and
Craftsmen will host a Spring Fair on May
16 and 17, according to the Western news
blog.
The fair will take place at Western’s
Carroll Knicely Conference Center at South
Campus from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday
and on 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday,
according to the blog.
Fine arts and crafts such as glasswork,
ironwork, jewelry, pottery, wood and
photography will be on display at both
indoor and outdoor booths, according to
the blog.
Demonstrations such as woodturning,
papermaking, stone carving, broom making
and basket making will take place outside
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the Knicely Center. Times for outdoor
demonstrations are 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on both days, according
to the blog.
Admission to the fair is $5 for adults.
There’s no charge for children 12 and
under, according to the blog. For more
information, call (859) 986-3192.
-Mary Barczak

Owensboro campus to sponsor
GRE workshop
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SGA spends remaining money at last meeting

Green

Continued

from page

1A

turn their computer off at night, she said.
Ryan-Downing said recycling also
hasn’t increased as much as she wanted.
About 9 percent of Western’s waste
was recycled this year, she said. Six percent was recycled last year.
Officials want to recycle 40 percent
of Western’s waste. That’s the amount of
waste that can be recycled, she said.
Western’s recycling coordinator
Cristin Lanham, who took that position in
March, will work to reach that goal, RyanDowning said.
She said the resources to support recycling have greatly improved, with new
bins placed around campus and more
space being built to store the materials.
But Ryan-Downing said officials still
have a lot of work to do to increase awareness.
“We still have a long, long way to go,”
she said.

Continued

“Carrying the latest in urban fashions”

1562 US 31 bypass, Bowling Green, KY
for more information cantact: 270.781.3213

▼

University Farm.
Louisville sophomore Hannah Morris, a member of Americans for an Informed Democracy,
said she thinks it’s important for Western to have
an outlet for healthy food that doesn’t harm the
environment.

from page

1A

Such organizations didn’t have
enough money to pay for some projects before they got stimulus money,
Bowker said.
John Bonaguro, dean of the College
of Health and Human Services, said a
team is working on a proposal for a
grant that deals with autism spectrum
disorder.
If awarded the money, Western
officials could examine treatment outcomes of the children with autism who
are involved with Clinical Education
Complex programs, he said. It would
test the success of the programs.
The grant could be for as much as
$350,000 for two years, he said.

HIP HOP

WKU Mondays-20% off with any college ID
Tuesday-Friday get 10% off

$1,690.21 to buy refreshments for students in the library during finals week.
$2,000 to buy 1,000 datebooks for
students in the Academic Advising and
Retention Center’s Best Expectations
Program.
$2,520 to fund an organic farm at
University Farm.
Source: SGA legislation

Stimulus

DEREON • ROCAWEAR • AKADEMIKS • NEW ERA • BABY PHAT

FASHIONS

Money spent at SGA’s meeting on
Tuesday

The College of Health and Human
Services also wants to seek grant
money to fund research facilities for
exercise sciences, nursing and environmental health research, he said.
Bowker said Western has an incentive plan to encourage faculty and staff
to apply for grants.
According to the grant incentive
outline, faculty and staff can get from
$250 to $1,000 for professional development accounts, depending on how
much grant money they request.
They could use money in a professional development account to hire a
student worker for help, Bowker said .
He said applying for grants is hard
work for faculty members, especially
considering their other responsibilities,
including teaching and advising.
“Those are a lot of hats to wear,”
he said.

EVISU • APPLE BOTTOM • ENYCE

AKADEMIKS • DEREON • MECCA

One would focus on the science of
sustainability and one would focus on
community organizing.
All said students need a variety of
classes in areas including economics and
sociology to understand sustainability.
It’s not just about changing to more
energy efficient light bulbs, he said. It’s
also about understanding why changing
light bulbs is important and why some
people don’t change them.
A Sustainability Committee, appointed
by President Gary Ransdell, met for the
first time in November, Ryan-Downing
said.
The committee was formed to bring
people in various areas together to recommend ways to advance sustainability, she

said.
Sara Ferguson, chair of the Student
Sustainability Committee, said a lot of
the projects done this year will have lasting effects on Western, from building the
Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design-certified College of Education and
Behavioral Sciences building to creating an energy policy that explains how
Western can be sustainable.
Ransdell said ways to be sustainable
will evolve over time, but this year has
been a good start to Western’s efforts to
go green.
“I would say that the emerging of a
serious sustainability commitment will
serve as a hallmark of this academic year,”
Ransdell said.
But Ryan-Downing said that, while
sustainability is getting more attention,
“it’s still not the norm yet.”
Half of the people on campus don’t

books for students in the Best Expectations
Program.
The SGA executive board vetoed the bill on
April 28 after the senate had passed it unanimously
that night.
President Kayla Shelton said the board wasn’t
comfortable with the last line of the original bill.
According to the original bill, the AVP would
give $2,000 to AARC and more if funds allowed.
The section about giving the center extra money
on top of the $2,000 was taken out of the new
bill.
The senate passed the bill again at Tuesday’s
meeting with a unanimous vote.
Taylor Mill sophomore David Vickery, author
of the bill, said he’s glad the bill passed.
He said he was worried the AARC would
receive less money because the bill was delayed
a week.
Another bill will give the Western agriculture
department $2,520 to fund an organic farm at

▼

Students cramming for final exams at the
library next week will be able to fill their heads,
and now their stomachs, because of a bill passed
by the Student Government Association.
SGA passed a bill giving money for refreshments for students at the library during finals
week.
Senate members also passed a new version of a
bill vetoed last week and a bill funding an organic
farm at its meeting Tuesday.
It was the last SGA meeting of the year.
SGA had spent about $108,000 of its$110,000
budget as of May 5, according to the 2008-2009
Budget overview.
Administrative Vice President Reagan Gilley
said SGA hasn’t spent all of its money for the year
because he’s budgeted money that SGA owes for
advertising.

He said he’s anticipating spending about $1,319
on ads. The rest of the money will probably be
spent taking care of already-budgeted items that
cost more than anticipated.
One bill passed on Tuesday will use the remaining $1,690.21 of SGA’s remaining ARAMARK
funds to buy refreshments for students in the
library during finals week, according to the bill.
Executive Vice President Skylar Jordan, author
of the bill, said he wanted to see SGA’s remaining
ARAMARK money spent on students.
SGA’s made sure the library’s open later during
finals week for the last 10 to 15 years, said Charley
Pride, director of student activities and organizations.
Gilley said the library will be open until 2 a.m.
May 10 through May 14.
The library is funding the extra hours this
semester, Gilley said.
Another bill will give the Academic Advising
and Retention Center $2,000 to buy 1,000 date-

▼

MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com

COOGI • EVOLUTION • APPLE BOTTOM • EVISU
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BEYOND THE HILL

KIIS office moves Former SGA president to run
to Western
for Hardin County clerk

University, Northern Kentucky
University and Western all
submitted proposals to sponsor
Officials
hope
more KIIS, he said.
students will study abroad
The KIIS board of directors
after the Kentucky Institute for decided to accept Western’s
International Studies moves to proposal about two weeks ago,
Western.
Bierwirth said.
KIIS will move from
“Western’s established a
Murray State University to reputation and commitment to
Western on July 1, Director international education,” he said.
Chris Bierwirth said.
Spanish Professor Melissa
KIIS is a group of 21 Stewart has directed several
colleges, mostly in Kentucky, study abroad programs through
that provides study abroad KIIS and has served on its
programs
for
board of directors
students from those
for about 10 years.
colleges, he said.
She said she
The office has
thinks more Western
been at Murray
students will choose
since its beginning
to study abroad
about 30 years ago,
through KIIS now
Bierwirth said.
that the office will
Once the office
be at Western.
moves, students
Some students
studying abroad
don’t know about
— Chris Bierwirth KIIS and word of
through KIIS will
receive credit from
KIIS Director mouth on campus
Western, he said.
will help increase
The students won’t pay participants, Stewart said.
tuition, but Western gets
“The more you hear and
$100 per student to offset its see about an opportunity to
administrative costs in granting study abroad, the more people
credit, said Cornell Menking, that will study abroad,” she
Western’s chief international said.
officer.
Bierwirth said Murray has
KIIS has always operated seen benefits from sponsoring
without a contract with Murray, KIIS.
Bierwirth said. Students received
Murray students represent
credit from their study abroad about 15 percent of the students
through Murray, but there were studying abroad through KIIS,
no specific arrangements.
he said. Murray’s student body
He said he and the KIIS represents only 5 percent of
board of directors talked the student population of all
with Murray administrators the KIIS member colleges.
for about a year to define the
Menking said the move
organization’s relationship will also help Western’s
with the university.
reputation.
KIIS officials opened up the
“WKU’s name is going to be
discussion with all the member on every transcript,” he said.
schools when they couldn’t reach
President Gary Ransdell
an agreement that both were said having the organization
happy with, Bierwirth said.
at Western will give students
Murray, the University of immediate access to study
Kentucky, Morehead State abroad opportunities.

“Western’s
established a
reputation and
commitment to
international
education.”
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MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
“Service above Self” is a motto that
Elizabethtown junior Johnathon Boles tries
to live by.
“Sometimes you have to, for the
betterment of the group that you are a part
of, rise above that and provide service,”
Boles said.
Boles’ self-proclaimed mantra comes from
the motto of his high school’s Interact club.
The Interact club is the Rotary
International’s service club for young
people ages 14 to 18, according to the
Rotary Foundation Web site.
Boles, the former Student Government
Association president, has decided to run
for Hardin County clerk after he graduates
from Western in December.
“I prayed about and it’s taken me a
couple of months to decide what to do and
what I need to do,” he said.
The Hardin County Clerk’s Office
provides services such as recording deeds,
mortgages, and other legal documents,
or vehicle transactions and registrations,

t

JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com

according to the office’s Web site.
office than Johnathon,” he said. “He has
His biggest challenge would be been someone who has been dedicated to
representing the thousands of people in the giving back.”
Skylar Jordan, SGA executive vice
county, he said.
Boles said he told his parents about his president, said Johnathon Boles is a great guy
decision to run this week.
and was a very thorough SGA president.
Johnathon Boles’ father, Charlie Boles,
“The people of Hardin County can be
said he and his wife, Debbie Boles, are assured that Johnathon would run the office
right,” Jordan said.
still letting the news soak in
about Johnathon’s decision
Charley Pride, director of student
to run. But it’s not really a
activities and organizations, said
surprise to them.
Johnathon Boles is a hard worker
Charlie Boles said that
and he has no doubt that his desire
to help people qualifies him for the
when Johnathon Boles was
about four or five years old,
position.
he told his parents that he
He said he thinks Johnathon
wanted to be a teacher.
Boles’ biggest challenge will be
learning to work with people other
“I know that to him being
than students and administrators.
a teacher is his concrete way
to be a service to people,”
“He will put his utmost effort into
Johnathon Boles
Charlie Boles said.
it,” Pride said.
Charlie Boles said his son
Johnathon Boles said the county
has always been involved in politics, even clerk’s office needs someone who is excited,
at an early age. He started the Teenage driven and has a zeal to serve.
“I just have a passion for this,” he said.
Republicans club at his high school and was
If elected, he would serve for four years,
the president of his high school Interact club.
“No one would be better to hold an Boles said.

News briefs

Food drive planned
May 11-15
Matthew 25 AIDS Services
is planning a large food drive
May 11 through 15, according
to a flier for the event.
The drive will benefit St.
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry,
according to the flier.
It will take place at Western,
and students and faculty are
asked to participate, according
to a letter from Care Coordinator
Carla Whitlow.
Donation boxes can be found
on the fourth floor of Helm
Library, all residence halls, Baptist
Campus Ministries, the fourth floor
of Downing University Center,
Mass Media and Technology Hall
and the Office of International

Student and Scholarship Services,
according to the flyer.
Suggested items to be donated
are canned foods, cereal, peanut
butter and rice, according to the
flier.
Matthew 25 AIDS Services
is a non-profit organization
created in 1996 by members of
Zion United Church of Christ
who had been personally
affected
by
HIV/AIDS,
according to the letter.
Matthew 25 at Bowling
Green serves people living
in Warren county and its
surrounding counties, according
to the letter. Its mission is to
support, educate and treat people
affected by HIV/AIDS.
— Cole Claybourn

Western works
to improve online
communication
Western has become the
first university to use a new
Digital Network Assessment
tool to analyze its digital
communications, according to
a press release.
The technology will help
Western identify areas of its
online communication that
need improvement to prevent
a digital crisis, Bob Skipper,
director of media relations,
stated in the press release.
Pepper Digital is the online
public relations division
of Peppercom, a New York
strategic communications firm.
Digital communications

— Michelle Day
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include blogs and podcasts,
according to the Peppercom
Website.
Pepper Digital interpreted
the results of the assessment and
presented a report to Western
officials, according to the press
release. Dialogue between
Western
and
Peppercom
about
enhancing
digital
communication will continue.
The assessment begins
with a 60-question survey
that Peppercom’s experts
then analyze, according to the
press release. The assessment
also offers advice on crisis
management, sales, internal
communications
channels
and intellectual property
management.
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Invest in
something you
know has a
great return.

Sign Up for
a Meal Plan
Available on TopNet May 18th

Go to www.wkudining.com or TopNet for more info.
• Convenient locations all over campus including 2 Convenience Stores.
• Great food in 8 different buildings.
• New venues coming this fall.
• Convenient automatic rollover
for spring semester.

2009-2010 Residential
Meal Plan Pricing*

19 meals.................................................$1,279
14 meals + 250 Meal Plan Dollars.........$1,353
14 meals..............................................$1,166
10 meals + 150 Meal Plan Dollars.......$1,171
10 meals............................................$1,010
7 meals + 100 Meal Plan Dollars......$1,077

2009-2010 Commuter
Meal Plan Pricing*

25 block + 380 Meal Plan Dollars...$618
50 block + 185 Meal Plan Dollars..$618
75 block + 75 Meal Plan Dollars..$618
*per semester

R E S TAU R A N T & C AT E R I N G G R O U P
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CAMPUS LIFE

Two new Living Learning
Communities start this fall

When Matt Vaughan, a
sophomore from Mexico, Mo.,
came to Western fall 2007, he
was a little nervous about
coming to a school where he
knew no one.
But when Vaughan started talking with his fellow
residents in Minton Hall, he
found they had a lot in common, including a desire to
change the world.
So Vaughan knew he wanted to get involved when he
heard about a new Living
Learning Community focused
on social justice, he said.
The Social Justice Living
Learning Community is a
new take on The Gateway
Program, said Peggy Crowe,
assistant director of student
programs for Housing and
Residence Life.
Gateway, which was the
first living learning community, was originally for undeclared students, Crowe said.
It’s now changing focus
to become the Social Justice
Living Learning Community,
she said.
The social justice community and the Women in
Science and Engineering
Undergraduate Program are
new this fall, Crowe said.
Both are Living Learning
Communities, in which students with similar interests
and goals live and study
together, according to the
HRL Web site.
All
Living
Learning
Communities are in PearceFord Tower, Crowe said.
There are three other communities, including the college of business community,
according to the HRL Web
site.
Enrolled students attend
classes with a small group of
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students and live together on
the same floor in their dorm,
according to the Web site.
About 40 students will be
in the social justice community, said Paul Markham, director of the ALIVE Center.
The students will have
a resident assistant to keep
them involved in global, local
and national issues, he said.
Vaughan, who will be an
RA in PFT next year, said he
doesn’t know if he will be an
RA for the social justice living learning community. But
he said he would like to be the
RA for the group.
Vaughan said he wants to
try and re-create the bond he
made with students in Minton
last year.
The students in the social
justice community will take
classes together, including an English course called
“Rhetoric of Social Change,”
a philosophy course called “A
Committed Life,” a University
Experience course, a community organizing class and
an action seminar, Markham
said.
“The bottom line is that
we’re looking to build a
constituency of student
leaders who are passionate
about changing the world,”
Markham said.
WISE UP students will
also live in PFT and take a
University Experience class
together, Crowe said.
Sharon Buzzard, director
of University Experience,
said each Living Learning
Community has its own section
of University Experience.
Themed Living Learning
Communities, such as the
social justice community and
WISE UP, not only provide
camaraderie for students, but
pair them with others who
share similar interests, she
said.

Crime
Continued

Number of Sentenced Federal Offenders
1991-2007
29,281

from front page

Leticia said it’s more than
they would make in Guatemala.
According to the records from
the Warren County Regional Jail,
Josue was taken into custody for
public intoxication and resisting
arrest on March 19.
Two days later he was
released to the custody of
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement and taken to
Louisville where he’s awaiting
an immigration court date in
Chicago, Leticia said.
Barry
Pruitt,
public
information officer for the
BGPD, says the jail is required
to report all inmates without a
Social Security number to ICE.
Josue has no Social Security
number because he’s an illegal
immigrant.
But this was Josue’s third
arrest for public intoxication in
four months, according to the
record of his arrest. It wasn’t
until his latest arrest in March
that ICE stepped in.
Jailer Jackie Strode said
he couldn’t explain why ICE
didn’t pursue Josue after his
first arrest.
“To my knowledge, they
respond to all of our calls,”
Strode said.
ICE was unavailable for
comment.
But Pruitt said Hispanic
crime isn’t a big concern in
Bowling Green.
“The ones we need to worry
about are white males,” Pruitt
said.
Hispanics made up 0.8
percent of the 16,511 arrests
recorded in the last 12 months,
according to a report from
BGPD quantifying arrests by
race and gender.
White males made up 48
percent of arrests with nearly
8,000, according to the report.
Whites made up 78.5 percent
of the population in Bowling
Green, according to 2005-2007
US Census data. Hispanics
made up 4.4 percent of the
population.
Pruitt said he attributes
Bowling Green’s low Latino
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7,924

Black

8,879
14,514
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1991

16,415
19,583

2007

Source: Pew Hispanic Center
crime rate to the lack of gang
activity in the community. He
believes larger cities, which
have significantly higher gangrelated crimes, are the largest
contributing factor to the
national trend.
“They are coming up here
and they are working hard,”
Pruitt said of the Hispanic
immigrants in Bowling Green.
“They’re honest people. They
are just wanting to make a
better life for their family.”
Monica Woods, international
communities liaison officer for
BGPD, said she’s proud of the
Bowling Green international
community for breaking the
trend.
She said it reflects positively
on Bowling Green Hispanic
population.
Woods, who also serves on
the board of the Bowling Green
International Center, works to
build relationships between the
BGPD and the international
community.
“Anytime you have other
cultures, it only enriches our
community,” she said. “It
provides a global outlook and
shows there is more to the
world than just you.”
Woods said she tries to help
others see this. Her job requires
researching different cultures
and passing on the information
to other officers.
“When we are in uniform,
we’re the most visible form
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of government,” Woods said.
“Police officers represent
government in a visual sense.”
Woods and James Robinson,
director of the International
Center, said the uniform
rarely represents safety to
immigrants.
“They’ve never seen anyone
in a uniform that has respected
them or not hurt them,”
Robinson said.
For this reason, officers
aren’t the only ones who require
training, he said.
Robinson
and
the
International Center work
to arrange as many friendly
encounters with police officers
as possible for the immigrants
they serve, he said.
The International Center
offers a program called
Preferred
Communities
which provides cross-cultural
training, Robinson said. It also
hosts meet and greets where
it invites immigrants and
uniformed police officers to
social gatherings.
The
program
helps
immigrants become comfortable
with authority, he said.
Woods said she hopes
programs
like
Preferred
Communities will eventually
decrease crime.
Higher trust for the police
among immigrants will increase
the likelihood of immigrants
reporting crime, and more
reporting will eventually lead

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

to a lower crime rate, Woods
said.
But services like those offered
through the International Center
and BGPD collaboration aren’t
offered to illegal immigrants,
according to International
Center officials.
Although Josue has been in
the United States for almost 10
years, he doesn’t speak English,
Leticia said.
Josue was addressed in
both Spanish and English
but continued to resist arrest,
according to the report of the
arresting officer.
Leticia didn’t know how to
help her brother until about
two weeks ago when another
tattered envelope arrived in the
mail, she said.
She opened the envelope to
find a folded piece of yellow
legal paper with the same
handwriting. But this time,
instead of saying goodbye, her
brother asked for help.
He gave Leticia his alien
identification number, assigned
by ICE, and asked her to contact
the Guatemalan consulate to
obtain his passport.
He also asked his sister to
buy minutes for his cell phone
so that he could make calls.
Josue asked Leticia in the
letter to call his mother and
his children.
“Tell them I am OK and
may God bless them always,”
he wrote.
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Students raise money for juvenile detention center

MAGEN MCCRAREY
diversions@chherald.com

LUKE SHARRETT /Herald

Zimple Kurlawala, a public health graduate student from Bombay, India applies a Henna tattoo to Louisville freshman Jamiel Mills in the Downing University Center Wednesday afternoon.
“I like it,” Mills said. “It compliments the five others that I have.” The Henna Tattoos were a
fundraiser for the Future Selves program at the Warren Regional Juvenile Detention Center.

Ride a bike to campus?
New Parking Policy

Beginning
August 15th
www.wku.edu/transportation

C A M P U S

Students are helping students.
HABBA, or “celebration,” began
today with fun and a contribution
to teaching at Warren Regional
Juvenile Detention Center hosted
by the Future Selves Program.
HABBA is a week-long celebration involving henna tattoos,
Indian food sales, music requests
to loved ones and a faculty tug
of war.
“We’ve come up with this
fundraiser to keep things going,”
said Mahesh Sadhnani, FSP president.
The FSP is a part of the Kentucky
Public Health Association, and
associate professor of public
health Stephen Nagy helped start
the program two years ago.
Students presented the idea

and wanted to take action.
The program is funded by
its members and this is the first
year of fundraising, said Khushi
Malhotra coordinator and graduate
student from Hisar, India.
“We started with six people —
now we have over 20 members,”
she said.
FSP is made up mostly of
Indian graduate students working
in the environmental and public
health department.
The FSP was a center of interest
for the group because volunteers
feel the students at the detention
center are like any other students,
Malhotra said.
The juveniles at the detention
center don’t get a chance to connect with the volunteers one-onone, but they interact in a 10-student classroom.
“We give the students a chance

to interact with people from outside the center,” Malhotra said.
FSP provides mentoring and
helps the minors understand how
to make positive decisions in the
future and identify and improve
their personal and professional
skills.
“We help them understand they
are normal people — they just
made a mistake,” she said. “We
can really see a difference in the
students’ attitudes.”
Fundraising activities today
include Fully Fab Food Fiesta at
2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. in DUC.
The rest of the week includes
Love Love Me Do at 2:30 p.m.
on South Lawn and La Bataille de
Titans at 4:30 p.m., both tomorrow.
“The tug of war is definitely
going to be the most fun activity of
the week!” Malhotra said.

ACADEMICS

Amazon announces textbook-ready Kindle

CHRISTINA HOWERTON
news@chherald.com
Elizabethtown
junior
Travis Beeler bought an
Amazon Kindle this semester
so he wouldn’t have to carry
around as many books.
Kindles are digital book
readers available exclusively
through Amazon, according
to Amazon.com.
Amazon announced the
Kindle DX yesterday, according to an Amazon press
release. With the new Kindle,
textbooks from publishers
such as Cengage Learning,
Pearson and Wiley will be
available.
Beeler, who has an earlier
edition of the Kindle, said
he’s a English major so he
sometimes has 20 books at a
time for his classes.
“It’s really handy to have
around,” he said.
Beeler said he can high-

light and take notes on books
Academic
Technology
on his Kindle.
Director John Bowers said
The Kindle DX, available Kindles don’t use the campus
this summer, has a 9.7-inch wireless network, so officials
display, an Adobe PDF reader don’t know how many people
and storage for about 3,500 use them at Western.
books, according to the press
Forrest Halford, bookrelease.
store department manager
It’ll cost $489, according at Western’s bookstore, said
to Amazon.com.
the Kindle would
The current veraffect the booksion has a six-inch
store.
display screen and
“The bottom
costs $359.
line is — anything
According to
that isn’t sold by
the release, the
will affect us,”
— Travis Beeler us
Kindle’s display
he said.
Elizabethtown junior
screen isn’t backThe bookstore
lit and resembles a
sells pass codes
book page, so it doesn’t strain for electronic books, which
the readers’ eyes.
can be read on computers and
Kindle users access books other digital readers, Halford
and Internet through a free said.
wireless connection from
Best Buy sells a Sony
Amazon, according to the Reader Digital Book for about
release. They don’t need $349, according to Best Buy’s
another computer or Internet Web site.
access to download books.
Halford said he thinks

“It’s really
handy to have
around.”

P O I N T E

O P E N

some students will buy
Kindles. But he doesn’t think
Kindles are lasting technology because new technologies
come out that make older versions obsolete.
He said, for example, that
the first editions of the iPod
aren’t still used because of
newer versions.
But the same version of a
book can be used for years,
Halford said.
According to Amazon.
com, most Kindle books cost
about $10. Textbook prices
vary from about $5 to about
$300.
Kindle downloads can only
be used on Kindles, Kindle
DXs and Kindle for iPhones,
according to the press
release.
More than 275,000 books
are available along with
some magazines and newspapers, according to the press
release.

H O U S E

FRIDAY MAY 15TH
1PM-3PM | DON’T MISS OUT ON LIVE RADIO, FREE FOOD, FREE DRINKS & PRIZES
RESORT-STYLE SWIMMING POOL

ENTER TO WIN
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OMV’s performance vs. Gonzaga

LUKE SHARRET/Herald
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It looked effortless, something
Mendez-Valdez had been doing all his
life. Although for most of it, he has.
But in this, the event was draining
threes over nationally-ranked
competition.
But Mendez-Valdez’s biggest plays
came in the final two minutes of the
game, with the Toppers trailing by
nine, 81-72.
After hitting a reverse-pivot, fallaway three to close the gap, MendezValdez dove on the floor for a loose
ball, feeding it ahead to sophomore
forward Steffphon Pettigrew for a
dunk that brought the team within
two points before eventually tying
the game, but losing it on a lastsecond runner by Gonzaga’s Demetri
Goodson.
Mendez-Valdez finished the game
tying his career-high with a gamehigh 25 points on 9-for-12 shooting,
including 7-for-10 from three-point
range.

Women’s basketball
team doesn’t advance

After the departure of eventual-WNBA player forward
Crystal Kelly, and the injury to senior forward Dominique
Duck, things changed for the Lady Toppers.
Most notably, they were eliminated in the first-round
of the Sun Belt Conference Tournament for the first time in school history.
They didn’t earn a bye in the first round, forcing them to play LouisianaMonroe at Diddle Arena.
The 10th-seeded Warhawks upset the seventh-seeded Lady Toppers
61-52. Junior guard Kenzie Rich led the Lady Toppers with 18 points,
sophomore forward Arnika Brown finished with 16 points and 12 rebounds,
but the defeat left coach Mary Taylor-Cowles not quite knowing what to
do next.
“I don’t know how to feel,” Cowles said following the game. “I don’t
know how to think. I don’t know how to act. It’s extremely new to me. So,
as we go forward, whether it’s tonight, whether it’s tomorrow, or whether
it’s next week or in the month of April, when we’re allowed to get back in
the gym, we’ll have to kind of have to come up with a game plan.”

5

2
3
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CONTINUED FROM
SPORTS FRONT

Devastating loss to North Texas

At the time, coach David Elson called it
“Murphy’s law.”
With a homecoming crowd looking on,
a game that went back and fourth the
entire time ended in devastating fashion
for Western.
On third-and-goal on the one yard
line, with the Toppers down 45-40, senior
quarterback David Wolke threw an interception that
was run back for a touchdown by North Texas as time

ran out.
Western lost 51-40.
“It’s just not working right now. That’s what’s
frustrating. Some of these things that happen are
just unbelievable. It’s ironic things. You never know
what to expect. That’s why you play,” Elson said after
the game.
Wolke’s interception in the final seconds was one of
three turnovers in the game. Western also missed two
extra points.

Western’s upset of Louisville

The Sommet Center in Nashville has
played host to many things, professional
and collegiate sporting events along with
concerts and other various events.
On November 30, 2008, it played
host to one of the biggest upsets of the
college basketball season when unranked
and unheralded Western defeated then-No.3-ranked
Louisville 68-54.
From the beginning of the contest, Western kept pace
and at most times, overpowered the Cardinals, defending
their strengths instead of preying on their weaknesses.

The Toppers led for most of the second half, never
trailing in the final 10 minutes and bringing home the first
marquee victory of the coach Ken McDonald era.
It was the Toppers’ first victory over a top-five team
in program history.
The game featured a few highlights, but none
probably bigger than junior forward Jeremy Evans’ block
of center Samardo Samuels dunk attempt in the second
half. A play that had Samuels laying on the hardwood for
a number of minutes.
The Toppers were led by junior guard A.J. Slaughter’s
career-high 25 points.

Baseball team nearperfect at home

After Western’s first home loss of the season,
to Belmont on March 3, pitching coach Matt Myers
said he asked the team how badly they really
wanted to win.
“I challenged them and told them that wasn’t representative of
who we are,” Myers said. “I told them to go home and look in the
mirror, and how bad do you want to come out and show how good
you are?”
As the Toppers enter the final two weeks of the season, he has
his answer.
The Toppers have compiled a 27-2 at Denes Field in 2009, including
14-1 in Sun Belt Conference play.
The home record is third-best in program history, and with a win
over Louisville on Tuesday, Western can match the school record of
28 set in 1988.
After sweeping Arkansas Little-Rock last weekend, the Toppers
have won nine consecutive home conference series, going 24-3 over

LUKE SHARRET/Herald

that span.
“When other teams come in, they see how well we’re playing
at home,” junior first baseman Jake Wells said. “There’s sort of an
intimidation factor when they come to our place, which helps us a lot.”
Western’s only other home loss came to Florida Atlantic on April
24.
“We’ve tried to put a lot of emphasis on defending our home field
and how much that means to our program,” coach Chris Finwood said.
“People want to see you win at home.”

R E S TAU R A N T & C AT E R I N G G R O U P

Complimentary

Fresh Brewed Coffee & Pastries
May 10th, 11th, 13th & 14th - 10 pm - 2 am
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Toppers hope to improve tourney performance

SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com
Senior shortstop Terrence
Dayleg said before the season that
the team hadn’t specifically talked
about goals for the season, but
he knew the Toppers were on the
same page with their expectations
for 2009.
“To do better than we did last
year,” Dayleg said. “We were right
up there last year, and obviously,
we’re much better this year, and
I think we can compete and beat
those teams this year.”
The Toppers (35-12, 19-5 Sun
Belt Conference) entered last
year’s conference tournament as
the fifth seed but won four of their
five games to take the conference
title and advance to the National
Collegiate Athletic Association

tournament.
Though Western lost both of its
NCAA games, to Oklahoma State
and TCU, the experience gave the
Toppers the desire to return to the
tournament and surpass their 2008
success.
Student intern Scott Kaskie
played center field in 2008 and
was the only position player
the Toppers had to replace this
season.
Kaskie’s eligibility expired
last season, and he now helps
coach position players as a
requirement for a recreation
degree, a position he says has
been fun for him because he
likes being able to contribute to
the team’s success.
“Not being able to be on the
team, out there on the field and
make an impact on the game, I

Terrence Dayleg

Chad Cregar

like kind of being able to make an
impact as a coach,” he said.
Kaskie said the 2009 team has
more experience and leadership
than last year’s, and he believes
the Toppers have a good chance
of making the NCAA tournament,
either as the conference champions
or an at-large bid.
“You can tell the difference
between this team and last
year’s team is that they want it,”
Kaskie said. “They want it a lot.

They know what they have to
do, they’ve been through it, and
now they know what it takes to
be a championship-caliber team.
They’re really putting it to use this
year.”
The Toppers lead the Sun Belt
by two and a half games over
Middle Tennessee State. Western
will face the Blue Raiders in a
season-ending three-game series
beginning May 14, but senior
right fielder Chad Cregar said
that this weekend’s match-up
with Louisiana-Lafayette might
be the most important of the
season.
“We’re in the driver’s seat,” he
said. “We control our own destiny.
This is the biggest series of the
year, so hopefully we go in and
play the way we have every other
weekend of the year.”

SOFTBALL

Lady Toppers fall 6-1 to South Alabama in first round
RANDALL REARDEN
sports@chherald.com
Western’s
softball
team
started its campaign for a Sun
Belt Tournament championship
yesterday as the third seed in this
year’s tournament.
But the Lady Toppers started
off the tournament with a hiccup,
falling to the sixth-seeded South
Alabama 6-1.
With the loss, the Lady Toppers
moved to 32-18 on the season
and 14-10 in Sun Belt Conference
play. It was the first loss to a Sun
Belt team since April 25. In that
last loss, Western also fell to South
Alabama 8-0 in six innings in
Mobile, Ala.
Coach Tyra Perry said that she
was disappointed that the Lady
Toppers’ leaders didn’t show much
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presence.
“I think we had a lack of
leadership out there today,” Perry
said. “We played scared and timid.”
Junior first baseman Lindsay
Antone said that South Alabama
did a better job taking advantage
of mistakes than Western.
“We made a few errors, and they
capitalized on our errors,” Antone
said. “When they made errors,
we didn’t necessarily capitalize on
them.”
With the loss, Perry said that
the Western coaching staff and
players are on the way to make
adjustments to possibly keep their
season alive today in the losers’
bracket of the tournament.
“We need to be more aggressive
and play with confidence,” Perry
said. “We did come back at the
end and got quite a few hits. We

got some consecutive hits. Even the aforementioned line drive that
the play that we ended on, we had concluded in a double play by the
a line drive from (junior shortstop) South Alabama infield.
Antone said that there were
Brooke Reed that the South
other things to look
Alabama players made
toward today and
a good play on. So we
that the team has
did fight and battle
at the end to have a
confidence going into
chance to score some
today’s match-up.
runs.”
“I think that we
Even
though
will be feeding off
Western lost game
that hitting we were
one of the Sun Belt
doing,” Antone said.
Tournament,
there
“Our defense will
were a couple positive
— Tyra Perry still be on it. We’ve
been in this situation
points in the game.
Coach
before. We know what
A late run was
to do.”
produced
in
the
The Lady Toppers are scheduled
seventh inning with a home run
by Antone and singles by juniors to continue Sun Belt Conference
Kelsey McCauley and Jamie Tournament play at 12:30 p.m.
Hennis. The late Lady Topper rally today at Lovelace Stadium against
was ended when Brooke Reed hit Troy in Denton, Texas.

“I think we
had a lack of
leadership out
there today. We
played scared
and timid.”
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TOPPER BASEBALL RECORD
Feb. 20		
Feb. 25		
Feb. 27		
		
March 1		
		
March 3		
March 4		
March 6		
March 7		
March 8		
March 10		
March 11		
March 13		
March 14		
March 15 		
March 18		
March 20		
March 21		
March 22		
March 24		
March 25		
March 27		
March 28		
March 29		
March 31		
April 1		
April 3		
April 4		
April 5		
April 8		
April 10		
April 11		
April 12		
April 14		
April 17		
April 18		
April 19		
April 22		
April 24		
April 25		
April 26		
April 28		
April 29		
May 1		
May 2		
May 3		

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

vs. Toledo		
at Vanderbilt
vs. Albany		
vs. Albany		
vs. Albany		
vs. Albany		
vs. Belmont		
at Belmont		
vs. Louisiana-M
vs. Louisiana-M
vs. Louisiana-M
at Tennessee
at Auburn		
vs. S. Alabama
vs. S. Alabama
vs. S. Alabama
at E. Kentucky
at Troy		
at Troy		
at Troy		
vs. Brescia
at Louisville		
vs. VCU		
vs. VCU		
vs. VCU		
vs. K. Wesleyan
vs. Lipscomb
at Florida Int.
at Florida Int.
at Florida Int.
at Kentucky
vs. New Orleans
vs. New Orleans
vs. New Orleans
at Austin Peay
at Arkansas State
at Arkansas State
at Arkansas State
vs. E. Kentucky
vs. Florida Atlantic
vs. Florida Atlantic
vs. Florida Atlantic
vs. Austin Peay
at Lipscomb
vs. UALR		
vs. UALR		
vs. UALR		

3-1 (W)
7-10 (L)
11-0 (W)
23-2 (W)
17-6 (W)
13-3 (W)
8-12 (L)
7-1 (W)
8-5 (W)
14-2 (W)
12-2 (W)
8-14 (L)
7-11 (L)
7-4 (W)
10-2 (W)
16-14 (W)
7-8 (L)
7-4 (W)
7-9 (L)
6-4 (W)
4-3 (W)
6-7 (L)
11-9 (W)
20-7 (W)
12-8 (W)
15-0 (W)
10-6 (W)
8-9 (L)
5-4 (W)
9-12 (L)
10-9 (W)
13-1 (W)
14-1 (W)
14-4 (W)
4-7 (L)
3-2 (W)
6-8 (L)
3-0 (W)
11-9 (W)
1-3 (L)
8-3 (W)
4-3 (W)
14-4 (W)
9-3 (W)
12-4 (W)
6-5 (W)
12-2 (W)

Source: wkusports.com
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BASEBALL

Freshmen step up
to fill seniors’ shoes

SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com
As the careers of nine
Western seniors wind down, a
trio of freshmen have stepped
up to lessen the impact of the
seniors’ departure next season.
Freshmen outfielders Jared
Andreoli and Kes Carter as well
as freshman second baseman
Logan Robbins have all played
in at least 40 percent of the
Toppers’ games this season.
Coach Chris Finwood said
the freshmen have been able to
contribute right away because
the senior class helped “get this
program back on track.”
“They really got the ball
rolling for the younger classes,”
Finwood said. “All the success
they’ve had — the younger guys
have just fed off of that.”
In Saturday’s 6-5 win,
Andreoli hit a walk-off RBI
single that scored Carter and
clinched the Toppers’ weekend
series with Arkansas LittleRock.
“We’re really in here to do
whatever we can to help the team
win,” Andreoli said. “Some of us
have been able to help out a lot
this year. It’s just cool that this
team has so many great players,
and us freshmen are able to come
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in and help out.”
Andreoli has appeared in
38 games this season, splitting
time with senior left fielder
Matt Hightower, who doubles
as Western’s Friday night
pitcher. Carter has played in 37
games in center field, sharing
the position with senior Jeremy
Coleman.
Though Finwood said the
success of the freshman
class has been the “pleasant
surprise” of the season,
Carter said the freshmen
have confidence in their
ability to contribute.
“Not a lot of us expected
to come in here and be able to
play a lot right away, so that’s
been really fun,” Carter said.
“There’s been some injuries, and
you never want that, but we’ve
gotten some good opportunities
to come in and show what we
can do.”
Though Finwood has pegged
Robbins to replace senior
shortstop Terrence Dayleg at that
position in 2010, the freshman
has seen most of his time at
second base because of injuries
to junior second baseman Matt
Payton, who sprained his wrist
in late March.
Robbins has started the last
four games for the Toppers,

going 4 for 11 with eight runs
scored in that span.
“I’ve learned a lot from
watching Payton and Terrence
play up the middle,” he said.
“I’m looking forward to carrying
on in their footsteps and doing
the same things they’ve done
for us to help us win.”
Robbins said the freshman
class is “all best buddies,”
spending time together as much
as possible.
“It’s just fun, being a
freshman and contributing to
help us win,” he said. “It’s so
big for me — filling in for the
older guys and getting some
experience.”
Andreoli, Carter and Robbins
were a combined 11-for-24 in
last weekend’s sweep of UALR,
scoring 12 of the Toppers’ 30
runs.
“We feel like we can
contribute just coming in
late-game situations, playing
defense for the team, cheering
on my team, working hard to be
the best,” Andreoli said. “We’re
having a lot of fun this year.”
The Toppers will travel to
Louisiana-Lafayette for a threegame weekend series beginning
at 6:30 p.m. tomorrow before
playing their last home game of
the season against Louisville at
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Thanks
for the
memories,
kids.

Thursday, May 7, 2009
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky
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PLAYERS&MOMENTS
Memories that defined the 2008-09 season

Each half, each match, each quarter, each period, each game, there are moments.
And for all the moments, there are athletes behind them.
See page 13A for the MOMENTS of 2008-09.

Orlando Mendez-Valdez

Andrew Robinson
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Football’s senior class

Backpage
Banter
Well, what a year it has been.
We’ve had the highest of highs
and some of the lowest of lows
in Western sports, but all in all
it was another successful year.
As for me, it was my first
chance to write columns for the
Herald, and I had a great time
doing it.
I talked about everything
from religion and the Cubs to me
becoming Western’s Athletic
Director or even potentially the
football team’s seventh-string
quarterback.
By the way, Coach Elson,
whenever you want to tweet
about my status on the depth
chart, you’re more than
welcome. I’d love to hear where
you see me in the offense.
And while the desk gig this
year didn’t let me get out of
the office as much, missing
out on the trip to the NCAA
tournament in Portland, Ore.,
and not being able to travel
to Hot Springs, Ark., for the
Sun Belt Conference basketball
tournament, I still feel like I was
able to accomplish things from
my cluttered desk in the AdamsWhitaker Student Publications
Center.
All in all, I had a good time
with the sports staff — we tried
new things out like the blog
and tried to really expand our
coverage when we felt it was
necessary, as we did with both
football’s national signing day
and Western’s trip to the NCAA
tournament.
Our goal was to allow the
readers to get to know the
student-athletes at Western as
people in addition to what you
already know about them as
athletes.
Next fall, I’ll be editor-inchief of the Herald, leaving not
as much time as I’d like for fun
things like columns.
My cluttered desk will be
moved into an office. There will
be added responsibilities.
But since the day former
Herald sports editor Beth
Wilberding hired me to a be
a sports reporter, my time at
the sports desk has been an
enjoyable one.
I will walk away with plenty
of memories from sports.
From covering a regional
cross country meet in cold and
sleet in Louisville, to covering
the 2007-08 men’s basketball
tournament, including being just
a few feet away from Ty Rogers
when he hit his game-winning
three-pointer, I’ve loved every
minute of it.
And there are plenty of
people around here who have
helped me to get where I am.
Folks like Alan George and
former softball coach Rachel
Lawson. There was also Chris
Glowacki and Travis Hudson
as well as Brian Fremund
and Darrin Horn, in addition
to Brad Fields, Todd Stewart
and, of course, Ms. Ann Handy
in Western’s athletic media
relations office. I should also
thank Wood Selig for the help
he provided as well.
And while I won’t be around
sports as much next year, I am
still excited for the opportunities
that await as editor-in-chief.
Maybe, if the circumstances
are right, I’ll even make a
cameo appearance back here
and give you the banter you’ve
come to know. I’m not sure if
you’ve loved it since I rarely get
feedback.
But to the banter fans out
there, thanks.
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Speaking
at
Monday’s
postseason
men’s
basketball banquet,
Western athletics
director Wood Selig
said that during the Toppers’ NCAA
tournament second round game
against Gonzaga, he received a text
message from a colleague — it
contained just six letters: OMG,
OMV.
It’s the kind of reaction that
the senior has demanded with the
season he had.
After averaging 5.7 points per
game as a junior, the San Antonio,

Texas native exploded this season
to average 14.2 points per game and
earn Sun Belt Conference player of
the year honors along with being
named first team all-Sun Belt.
Mendez-Valdez also captured
the attention of the nation during
the NCAA tournament, averaging
18 points per game in the two
NCAA contests, including scoring
25-points, going 7-for-10 from three
point range.
Mendez-Valdez was also named
honorable mention all-American by
the Associated Press. It’s the second
straight season the Toppers have had
a player tabbed as an all-American.

Volleyball team

4

Elio Pajares/Herald

Elio Pajares/Herald

Western’s board of regents
voted to move to the Football Bowl
Subdivision, and for the seniors, postseason play and championships were
no longer an option in their career.
“This group has sacrificed more
than anybody,” coach David Elson
said. “As exciting as the transition
is and as much pride as you take for
being a part of it, there’s a pretty
large element of sacrifice there.
The way they’ve handled everything
speaks a lot to their upbringing and
their families.”
The senior class endured an
eight-game losing streak the final
eight weeks of its season, including

They dubbed themselves
the “sixth-seed shockers,”
beating Denver, Middle
Tennessee State and New
Orleans in the Sun Belt
Conference tournament.
“Those
kids
were
focused,” coach Travis
Hudson said. “They were
determined. They were poised,
which I think is a big thing come
tournament time. This had to do
with 12 kids being led by three great
seniors.”
After battling injuries throughout
the regular season and losing five
matches during the conference

schedule, Western looked like
a different team in the Sun Belt
tournament. The Lady Toppers hit
.351 the entire tournament, and
didn’t allow more than 21 points in
a game.
We were determined,” junior
outside hitter Brittany Bowen said
following the tournament. “And I
think that’s all it took, and we
had a lot of heart and pride in our
program. We just wanted to show
all of the other teams that we
weren’t going to lose until we got
to the (NCAA tournament) and that
we weren’t the sixth seed. And we
proved that.”

Valerie Brown

Matt Rice

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/Herald

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Sophomore catcher Matt Rice
wasn’t on the preseason all-Sun
Belt Conference team, but not many
people were probably looking for
him anyway.
Rice started 26 of Western’s 60
games last season, compiling 34
hits in 101 at-bats.
Though most of the preseason
focus was on all-American senior
right fielder Chad Cregar, who led
the team in batting average, hits,
home runs and runs batted in last
year, Rice stole the spotlight in
2009.

a 21-10 loss to Middle Tennessee
State on senior day on Nov. 15.
Senior offensive lineman Dan
Cline was considered one of the
leaders of the senior class and
regularly spoke of the senior’s
never-give-up attitude.
“We have a tremendous
attitude, and that is a credit
to this group of seniors and
this team, which is full of great
character,” Cline said following a
24-20 loss to Florida Atlantic on
Oct. 18. “We are not going to get
down about it, and I can promise
you, we are not going to give up
on this season.”

He had a 31-game hitting streak,
beginning in the second game of a
March 1 double-header and ending
on April 18.
“I knew I was in the 30s,” Rice
said after the streak ended. “I had
no idea what the record was, and
I had no idea what WKU’s record
was. I didn’t want to try to put
pressure on myself.”
Rice set a program record with
the hit streak and tied the Sun
Belt single-season record, falling
three games short of the overall
conference record.
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Valerie Brown ended her career
in a Western uniform at the NCAA
Indoor National Championships last
March, taking all-American honors
in a third-place finish in the 400meter dash.
Brown set a school-record
52.74-second run in the event’s
preliminaries, then followed with a
52.76-second dash in the finals.
“I felt humbled to be around
so much talent,” Brown said
of her experience at the indoor
championships. “I went out and did
what I was supposed to do.”
In all, the veteran sprinter
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qualified for three
events at the
championships and
chose to compete
in the 400 meters
and women’s 4x400
relay team. The long relay squad
finished 11th in the nation with
Brown at the anchor spot, leaving
Western 30th overall at the meet.
Behind only junior Janet Jesang,
Brown became the second women’s
indoor all-American in school history.
“She’s the best female athlete on
campus,” track and field coach Erik
Jenkins said.
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Goat grub

Louisville sophomore
Joy Fisher carefully turns hot corn
on a grill at Kereiakes
Park. The corn is part
of a meal prepared
Tuesday by visiting
instructor Nancy
Dawson’s African
American Studies
class which included
fresh goat meat. As
part of the class,
the students helped
slaughter the goat
and prepare the meat
earlier that day.

Students prepare traditional Kenyan meal
JACOB HILL/Herald

EMILY-ROSE bennett/Herald

Kenya senior Titus Tirop carves his knife through fresh goat meat as his fellow classmates Louisville senior Rommell Golden, Rachel Sevedge, a senior from Columbia, Mo., Louisville sophomore Jade Lynn
and Bowling Green senior Mellindy Gregory watch. Tirop demonstrated how to slaughter a goat as a special project for his African American Studies class.
ANGELA OLIVER
diversions@chherald.com
Tuesday, Dr. Nancy Dawson’s black
studies class ventured outside the classroom
to Kereiakes Park. About 20 students gathered
under a shed. Kroger bags filled with corn and
onions sat on the red picnic tables next to tin
pans of jollof rice, cabbage, black beans and
other common West African foods cooked by
the students. They fired up the grill and awaited
the main dish.
Earlier, a smaller group drove about 30

miles southeast to Allen County. Down the
winding, seemingly never-ending Highway
1332, and past acres of emerald-colored fields
with horses, cows and sheep grazing, was a
modest Amish farm.
There, Titus Tirop, a senior from Eldoret,
Kenya, led the slaughtering of a goat. With
the help of Cave City senior John Coats, who
fronted $80 for the Amish farmers, Tirop
decapitated, skinned and gutted the goat. To
his American classmates, it was unheard of. To
him, it was tradition.
“We do this every weekend at home, it’s a

blessing,” Tirop said.
Tirop has been in the U.S. since 2005 and
suggested it as the final class project.
“I wanted to expose them to my culture and
I talked to them as much as possible before to
make sure they were OK with it,” he said.
The goat hung by its ankles from a chain, its
organs in a green bucket and blood splattered
on the hay beneath. Dawson and five students
watched, their faces grimaced, as Tirop and
Coats sliced and packed the goat.
S e e G O AT ,
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Ky. author tells Autry
story with new depth
TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com
Six years ago on May 4, Pellville
freshman Melissa “Katie” Autry
partied at a Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity
end-of-the-semester celebration. Less
than 24 hours later, Autry was at
Vanderbilt Hospital in Nashville,
Tenn., after a fire in her Poland Hall
room. Autry was raped, doused with
hairspray and burned in her room the
week before finals.
The Hill faced its darkest days.
Some students questioned their safety
and wondered who was evil enough to
tie blankets on the sprinklers, ensuring
the death of a fellow human being.
Autry’s family and friends prayed
she would hold on, but her body,
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covered with third-degree burns, was
too worn. She died on May 7, 2003.
Stephen L. Soules and Lucas
Goodrum became synonymous with
Autry’s death.
William Van Meter grew up in
Bowling Green but moved to New
York in 1994 for college. His book,
“Bluegrass: The True Story of Murder
in Kentucky” tells how the paths of
these three people became eternally
intertwined.
He returns to Bowling Green every
summer because his family and best
friends live here. Recently, he was a
guest at the Southern Kentucky Book
Fair.
“I really couldn’t wrap my head
around how this could happen in
Bowling Green,” he said.
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Van Meter planned to use the story in
magazines, but it was dropped by two.
“One reason given was ‘We have
too many teen murder stories,’ which
seemed quite a vulgar way to turn it
down.”
He realized there was a complex
story waiting to be told. Researching
those involved in and touched by
the Autry murder was an emotional
venture.
“I got the book deal the week my
mother died of cancer,” he said. “I was
on the way to the funeral when my
agent phoned me to tell me the news. I
immediately had to start working on it
without a chance to mourn.”
Van Meter described the period of
research as one of the darkest of his life.
See AUTRY,
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Spike Lee to address
diversity issues tonight
COLLEEN STEWART
diversions@chherald.com
Grand finale speaker of the school year Spike Lee is famous
for stoking controversial topics such as race relations, the role of
media, urban crime, poverty and politics.
The legendary filmmaker will present “An Evening with Spike
Lee” at 7 p.m. Thursday in Diddle Arena, free and open to the
public.
The doors will open at 6 p.m.
Now a professor of film at Columbia and New York University,
Lee teaches the next generation of film students, many who don
the signature thick-framed spectacles that he has made synonymous
with his industry.
This year is the 20th anniversary of Lee’s most acclaimed film,
“Do the Right Thing,” a production he directed and starred in.
The film, depicting racial conflict in a multi-ethnic New York
City community, was controversial at its time of release in 1989
and garnered an Academy Award nomination. Deemed “culturally
significant” by the United States Library of Congress, it was
selectively preserved by the National Film Registry in 1999.
Other films in his repertoire include “Malcolm X,” “Inside
Man,” “School Daze,” “She’s Gotta Have it,” “Miracle at St. Anna,”
and most recently, “When The Levees Broke,” a documentary on
the plight of Americans stranded in New Orleans after hurricane
Katrina.
Lee’s presence is especially timely amidst the birth of a new
cinematography major at Western, said Pam Johnson, director of
the School of Journalism and Broadcasting in a Western press
release.
Western doesn’t currently have a film program, only a minor
in film studies, said Cory Lash, a transitional retiree in the School
of Journalism and Broadcasting who coordinates Western’s film
festival, which isn’t related to the Spike Lee event.
“I’m not a fan of his films, but I admire what he has done in the
world of filmmaking,” Lash said.
Lee’s film career began in college at age 20, as he made his
first amateur film as a student at Morehouse College, the all-male
historically black college in Atlanta, Ga.
In addition to his film achievements, Lee has produced and
directed numerous music videos for artists such as Miles Davis,
Tracy Chapman, Anita Baker, Public Enemy and Bruce Hornsby,
and he has published six books.
Nike Air Jordan hired Lee in 1988 to produce the first of seven
iconic commercials featuring Michael Jordan.
Western has seen its share of notable speakers, from women’s
rights activist Gloria Steinem to groundbreaking poet Nikki
Giovanni with contemporaries such as actor Efren Ramirez, star of
Napoleon Dynamite, in between.
Lee’s event is sure to be among the most memorable.
After his presentation, “An Evening with Spike Lee,” Lee will
take questions from the audience.
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Kenya senior Titus Tirop works with fresh goat meat after slaughtering the animal as part of a special project for his
African American Studies 190 class.

Goat
Continued

from

1B

“It was something I’d never
seen,” Central City senior Mellindy
Gregory said. “But she explained
that it was in honor of ancestors and
with that in mind I was at ease.”
To start the process, Dawson
poured libation and prayed for the
goat.
“I thought I’d be sad for it, but it
didn’t make any noise; it was calm,
so it just seemed natural,” Louisville
sophomore Jade Lynn said.
Dawson, an adjunct professor who

visits Africa often, said she knew the
idea would meet some judgment,
but it also met her mission: teaching
others to be open to more than one
way of life.
“I was amused by their reactions,”
Dawson said. “They eat meat
everyday! It just shows how we’re
so separated from nature.”
Dawson requires her students to
create special projects demonstrating
what they’ve learned to her and to
the Western community.
As part of that, her African
American dance class is partnering
with the Sustaining Student Success
program, which Martha Sales, a
black studies instructor, directs.
The dance class will perform

today on the South Campus lawn
at 11:10 a.m. and 3 p.m., with other
workshops from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
“This event gives pride and
acceptance to students,” Sales said.
SSS works to increase retention
rates among first-generation, minority
and low-income students.
The class lingered as the sun set.
Dawson said she has enjoyed seeing
them grow.
“They saw the process from the
farm to the table and it’s amazing to
see what has come from a goat,” she
said. “New friendships, respect for
cultures, animals. Instead of listening
to their iPods, they’re socializing and
sharing values and that’s what this
class is all about.”

Today’s Herald is the last issue of the semester.
Good luck on finals! Look for us again Sept. 1.
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Brandi Basham
grabs some silverware as she
prepares to take
food out to a
table at The Cabin
yesterday. The
Cabin opened in
February.

The Cabin offers bluegrass
venue, country cooking
ANGELA OLIVER
diversions@chherald.com
Scottsville Road and Campbell Lane are
saturated with restaurants. National chains and
local gems give Western students options, no
matter how varying their taste buds.
But down State Street, where it becomes Old
Louisville Road, is a quaint restaurant, called The
Cabin.
“It’s good for this side of town,” Owner Judy
Hittson said. “People don’t always want to deal
with the waiting and traffic, they just want their
food.”
Hittson retired after more than 20 years at
the Health Department. But her love for cooking
urged her to open The Cabin on Feb. 1.
“This is something I’ve always wanted. Now
I have the time,” she said. “It’s a lot of work, but
I enjoy it.”
Brandi Basham, a lean, young waitress
dressed in a hot pink restaurant T-shirt and
a pink-camo-printed John Deere apron swept
the hardwood floors. Basham walked to the
door, moving tendrils from her face and
greeting customers with a thick accent and
a huge smile. She said she’s used to friendly
reactions.
“I love working here,” she said. “Sure, some

guys flirt a lot, but I just joke right back at ‘em.”
Basham said she enjoys the family atmosphere
as she seated her father, Ricky Basham, who is
Hittson’s brother.
The walls were decorated with framed
snapshots of old Bowling Green service stations
and hang-out spots. Musicians Otis Blanton and
Hillbilly Jim also adorned the walls. And an
autographed guitar hangs near the fireplace,
covered with all The Cabin’s past performers.
Thursday and Friday nights turn into Bluegrass
and country showcases at the The Cabin. Regular
artists include the recently named country trio
Cabin Fever, one of whom is a librarian at
Warren East High School.
The dimly-lit dining area was peppered with
couples enjoying lunch and people stopping by
for a quick meal on their breaks. Catfish sizzled
in the kitchen and the scent of macaroni and
cheese and white beans mingled as they floated
around the modest space.
Hittson said The Cabin stands out because of
her recipes and a small team of cooks.
“It’s just good country cooking,” she said.
“And whether we’re blood or not, we’re all
family, even the folks who walk in.”
The prices are fit for any college student’s
budget and the food may make them feel a little
closer to home.

CAMPUS LIFE

Senior art showcased in
Kentucky Library and Museum
TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com
A plethora of senior artwork is being
showcased in the Kentucky Library and Museum
until May 17. Gallery director Kristina Arnold
said that of the 40 art department graduates, 30
are participating in the exhibition.
The art department has always had a senior
exhibition, although it has taken different forms
every year, she said.
“It’s exciting to see the breadth of work, see
how they’ve been able to develop their own
artistic voice,” Arnold said.
Students have taken risks and been successful,
Arnold said. The exhibition also provides an
opportunity for students to learn how to install
and perhaps even sell their work.
Digital prints, graphic design, ceramics and
paintings are among the genres of art.
Louisville senior Christy L. McKinney, is
receiving her B.A. in art education. Professor
Laurin Notheisen was the one who helped her
during her years at Western the most.
Notheisen was “always really straight up and
honest and supported ideas,” McKinney said.

One piece of McKinney’s in the exhibition is
an extremely striking rendition of the “Afghan
Girl” photograph that appeared on the front of
the June 1985 National Geographic Magazine.
Her collage-like design incorporates the photo
with newsprint. McKinney chose the Afghan girl
because she is “someone who had meaning in
the world” and was also easily recognizable.
Nick Wang, a Taiwanese senior who grew up
in Switzerland, has been at Western for nearly
six years.
“When first I came to Western, I was only
interested in drawing,” he said.
Wang credits his adviser, Professor Jeff Jensen,
as the one who helped him most, especially since
he introduced Wang to graphic design.
Wang has nine pieces in the exhibition, one
of which is “Allow Me to Re-intro Myself”
which shows a barefoot Chinese icon Edison
Chen, sitting and reading a book amidst other
symbols.
“Keep an open mind while looking at
everything,” McKinney said.
“Most of the art students spend a lot of time
on their artwork, so I hope that they can enjoy
it,” Wang said.

EXPLORE THE EXCITING

WORLD OF

ANTHROPOLOGY!
Fall 2009 Course Offerings
Anth 120 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology (Gen Ed E)
MWF 9:10-10:05 am or MWF 11:30 am-12:25 pm or
TR 8:00-9:20 am or TR 12:45-2:05 pm or TR2:20-3:40 pm
Anth 125 Introduction to Biological Anthropology (Gen Ed C) MWF 10:20-11:15 am
125 Introduction to Biological Anthropology (Gen Ed C) MWF 10:20-11:15 am
Anth 130 Introduction to Archaeology (Gen Ed C) MWF 9:10-10:05 am
Anth 342 Peoples and Cultures of the Caribbean TR 11:10-12:30 pm
Anth 366 Special Topics: Bioarchaeology MW 3:00-4:20 pm
Anth 410 African-American Music M 1:50-4:35 pm
Anth 436 Applied Archaeology MWF 12:40-1:35 pm
Anth 442 Economic / Ecological Anthropology TR 8:00-9:20 am
Anth 448/448G Visual Anthropology TR 9:35-10:55 am

For more information www.wku.edu/anthropology or darlene.applegate@wku.edu.
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BEST OF PHOTO
FALL SEMESTER 2008

LANCE BOOTH/Herald

THOMAS SIMONETTI/Herald

(Left) Sgt. Shawn Helbig of the Bowling Green Police subdues a female student after
she refused to cooperate Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2008. The student wasn’t a suspect.
(Top) Aliesha Flora, a Chi Omega sophomore, celebrates with one of her sisters on
Bid Day when the group gathered outside of DUC find out who accepted the bids to
join their sorority.

BRYAN ANSELM/Herald

(Above) Sporting mohawks, freshman Craig Marshall (left) and Erik Long of Bowling
Green cheer on Freezepop at Revfest 2008 on the DUC South Lawn.

M PA G R A D U AT E S
Sandra K.Fariss • Ja’Mel A. Frazier • Michelle L. Glorioso • Arijana Heldic
Jamie E. Jackson • Gregory A. Marshall • Carrie Robin Menapace
Lemarceo R. Shemwell • Kensha D. Whitman
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BEST OF
PHOTO
FALL SEMESTER 2008

(Left) Bill “Bogey” Baldwin helps show
5-year-old Maddy Bratcher how to hold a
chain saw. Several of the neighborhood kids
wanted a shot at it. “I want to hold it. I want to
hold it,” rang the chorus of chants.
(Bottom left) Sophomore running back Dexter
Taylor fumbled when he was hit by Ball State
junior strong safety Alex Knipp, right, and
senior corner back Trey Buice.
(Bottom right) Buddhist Monk Charus
Changchit, 59, originally from northern
Thailand, has been a Buddhist monk for 19
years and has recently moved to Bowling
Green and receives support from the large
Cambodian population in the area.
ALEX SLITZ/Herald

SCOTT MCINTYRE/Herald
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with SGA President
Kevin Smiley, a
Danville junior

QUESTIONS
ANGELA OLIVER
diversions@chherald.com

Q1

What is your favorite
childhood memory?

A: I was the Nutcracker in a fourth-grade play.
I got to march around with a sword the whole
time.

Q2

What are you
buying your mom
for Mother’s Day?

A: She loves to plant flowers, so there are two
empty pots on her porch that I’ve been keeping
my eyes on.

Q3

What is the most
important issue
facing students?

A: Accessibility to having a voice. We have to
change this atmosphere of them not knowing how
to speak up when they see something wrong.

Q4

What’s the worst
joke about your
last name?

A: Microsoft Word will auto-correct it to Smelly,
and I don’t appreciate that. But I’ve set it on every
computer I use. And elementary school was hell.

Q5

What do you
sleep in?

Q6

What exactly is
Big Red?

A: He’s a giant red blob with an excellent belly. I
take it kinda literally.

Q7

What is the
Centennial statue?

A: It’s the spirit of Western manifested in a very,
um, feminine way.

Q8

If money were no
object, what would
you buy?

A: A giant, swimming pool-sized tub of Danville
High School macaroni and cheese. That stuff was
awesome.

Q9

If you could choose
a super power,
what would it be?

A: Control F. Then, I’d be able to find anything
whenever I needed it.

Q10

Who inspires
you?

A: Oh, the regulars ... Rodney Dangerfield, Bill
Murray.

A: Oh, depends ... Well, not Depends! (Laughs)
Usually a golf sweater and pajama pants. And
lately I’ve been wearing a lot of dress socks. If I
have them on all day, I don’t take them off.

SPIKE LEE

“An evening with Spike Lee”
7:00 pm, May 7, 2009, Diddle Arena
This presentation is free and open to the public.

Spike Lee | Filmmaker
As a writer-director, actor, producer, author and educator, Spike Lee has revolutionized the role of black talent in cinema. Widely
regarded as one of today's premier American filmmakers, Lee is a forerunner in the do-it-yourself school of independent film. His most
recent work, Miracle at St. Anna, is a film adaption of James McBride's book, telling the story of four black American soldiers who get
trapped in a Tuscan village during WWII.
Prior to Miracle at St. Anna, Lee garnered rave critical review for When The Levees Broke, a groundbreaking documentary focusing on
the plight of Americans stranded in New Orleans after hurricane Katrina, and it is considered by many to be the definitive account of
that catastrophic event.
In addition to his achievements in feature films, Lee has produced and directed numerous music videos for such diverse artists as Miles
Davis, Chaka Khan, Tracy Chapman, Anita Baker, Public Enemy, Bruce Hornsby and Michael Jackson. His other music videos include
work for the late Phyliss Hyman, Naughty by Nature, and Arrested Development.
Additionally, Lee has authored six books on the making of his films; the fifth book, Five For Five, served as a pictorial reflection of his
first five features. Most recently he has authored a new book entitled Best Seat In The House with Ralph Wiley. Ever moving into new
areas, Lee has combined his extensive creative experience into yet another venture: partnering with DDB Needham, he has created
Spike/DDB, a full service advertising agency that will concentrate on the urban/ethnic market.

Brought to you by the School of Journalism & Broadcasting and the following co-sponsors:
Department of African American Studies, Campus Activities Board, College Heights Herald, Department of
English and Film Studies, Department of Folk Studies and Anthropology, College of Health and Human
Services, Information Technology, Department of Philosophy and Religion, Potter College of Arts and Letters,
Department of Psychology, Department of Social Work, Department of Sociology, Student Government
Association, Department of Theater and Dance, University College, The Women’s Studies Program, Office of
Diversity (Student Programs) and Office of Diversity (Academic Programs ).
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BEST OF PHOTO
SPRING SEMESTER 2009

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Sophomore forward D.J. Magley unwinds in the Hilltopper locker room after suffering a devastating 83-81 loss to Gonzaga in the last seconds of the second round of the 2009 NCAA tournament in
Portland, Ore.

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Sprinter Gavin Smellie, a junior from Etobicoke, Ontario, earned all-American honors running the
4x400 relay at the 2008 NCAA Indoor Championships . A native of Jamaica, Smellie credits developed
endurance and speed during his high school soccer career at Dante Alighieri Academy in Ontario,
Canada.

Herald photo staff

PAPA
JOHN’s
1922
Russellville
Road
782-0888

Now
Accepting
BIG RED
DOLLARS!
3 Large
1 Topping

$21.99
Carryout or Delivery

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *

Expires 5/17/09

Enough for 3 or 4

1 Large
1 Topping

& Breadsticks or Garlic
Parmesan Breadsticks

$11.99

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *
ORIGINAL OR THIN CRUST
PAN PIZZA EXTRA

Expires 5/17/09
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Campus Special

1 Medium
1 Topping

$8.99

Residence Halls and
Academic Buildings Only

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *

Expires 5/17/09

Enough for 1 or 2

1 Small
1 Topping

& 20oz. Bottle of
Coca-Cola Product

$7.99

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *

Expires 5/17/09
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(Right) Kathy Wise Leonard has been teaching dance
for more than 20 years. Leonard grew up in Winchester
and came to Western in 1973. She graduated in 1977
with a degree in recreation and a minor in dance.
After spending a year in New York she moved back to
Kentucky. She started her studio in downtown Bowling
Green and has since moved it to Creason Street.
(Bottom left) Susan Goddard hugs her son, Frankfort
sophomore Evan Goddard while his girlfriend Kelley
Jolly looks on. Goddard beat last year’s champion
Dane Rodriguez by decision in the last fight of the two
night competition. Sigma Chi hosts a charity boxing
event each year to raise money for cancer.
(Bottom right) Bowling Green senior Ashley Wilson
reacts to her reflection backstage before dress
rehearsal for “An Evening of Short Operas” which ran
in Russell Miller Theatre. Wilson is cast as Bastienna
in W.A. Mozarts, Bastien and Bastienna, the first short
opera of three.
LINDSEY GREER/Herald

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/Herald

RYAN STONE/Herald

HonorsToppers – The Official Ambassadors
of the WKU Honors College
United in Tradition to Serve the Spirit of Excellence

2009 Graduating HTs
We will miss you!
Ashley Belcher
Hannah Kington
Ginny Prather
2009-2010
Returning HTs
Courtney Aldrich
Amanda Brown
Tyler Clark
Brittany Kittleman
Justin Mobley
Chelsea Moulden
Jennifer Phillips
Helen Fay Pruitt
Maggie Roe
Beth Truax
Natasha Walker
Jessica Wilson
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2009-2010
Incoming HTs
Congratulations!
Jenna Binion
Megan Dunlevy
Whitney Montgomery
Amanda Pursell
Clay Simpson
Alyssa Stephens
Jennifer Thomas
Mal Ward
Chad Willis
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2008-2009
Outgoing HTs
Good luck!
Lesley Greenwell
Charlie Harris
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College might be about getting lost
Jennifer Dooper

diversions@chherald.com

I don’t know how it happened, but it has. I’m no
longer an underclasswoman. Somewhere, between
Habitat for Humanity break trips, broken bones,
adventures with friends, worry-free summers and
pages upon pages of literature papers, I’m about to
take on the title “senior.” And I am not ready.
I’m told that I shouldn’t be worried, that this
“senior” thing happens to thousands of other people
every year here at Western alone. But I’m not prepared for this, not at all. Because when you’re a
senior, you see, you’re supposed to be able to have
deep, well-thought-out explanations of who, where
and why you are. When you’re a senior, you’re supposed to have your life figured out. Society requires
it.
But I’m hitting the homestretch here in a couple of
months, and I don’t know completely who I am yet. I
hope that I never will, for that matter.
And I certainly don’t have my life mapped out to
a tee. I know that I won’t. Ever.
And this makes me squeamish.
But not because I haven’t ironed out the details
of my life. No, I’m scared because so many other
people—my parents, teachers, friends—are worried
that I haven’t. I don’t have direction. Who wouldn’t
feel anxious about their last year of college with so
many people worried about them?
I’m perfectly OK without knowing what the
future holds for me, but because the people around

Autry

Continued

from page

1B

“To be honest, I did this all
in a severe depression — it got
to the point where I couldn’t
leave the bed, but then I got
on another anti-depressant that
gave me a kick-start,” he said.
Western provided documents,
but he wasn’t allowed to talk
to campus police or officials.
When Autry’s childhood friends
wouldn’t participate, Van Meter
said it hurt the story more.
“I had many doors literally
slammed in my face and was
cussed out and told I would burn
in hell a few times a week,” Van
Meter recalled.
The interviews were often
intimate and therapeutic.
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me expect otherwise, I can’t help but feel anxious about the final leg of my academic journey.
Graduating a year from now scares the begeezus
out of me. More than anything—more than people
having sex in a bike path or me running into glass
windows or fire hydrants—I’m worried that I’m
going to disappoint all the caring folks who believe
that going to college is about finding oneself and
one’s direction in life.
While I can see the reasons behind their worries—
who wouldn’t be worried about stability in this
economy?—I’m not sure that I agree with the credo
that college is about finding things.
Maybe, just maybe, it’s about getting lost and
wandering until you’re in a place you never expected
to be. Indeed, if J.R.R. Tolkien’s proverbial “Not
all who wander are lost” saying holds true, maybe
those of us without concrete plans are going to be
just fine.
Most of my enriching life experiences have been
relatively unplanned, from writing this column to
trying sushi to traveling to Argentina to becoming
an English major to becoming friends with a girl
from Colombia. These are things that I never thought
would happen, but if I hadn’t allowed myself a
little wandering time they probably wouldn’t have
occurred. Being “lost,” then, became an adventure.
I realize that you may not agree with me, that you
may believe that half the fun in life is planning for it.
But whatever the case may be, I hope that you
have a wonderful summer and a great start to the next
part of your life, whatever it entails. I just hope that
you’ll take some time and get lost once in a while.
You may find yourself smiling.

His goal was to “fill in the
blanks” of the story, giving
Autry, Goodrum and Soules
dimension.
“I tried to approach it from
all angles in a neutral way and
let the reader come to their own
conclusions — I thought that
the reader would see Goodrum
as innocent though,” he said.
For those familiar with the
case, the book solidifies the
opinions some people had before.
But some have been swayed.
“Hopefully, it will change
the way a university police
department should be allowed
to handle a multi-felony murderrape-arson case,” Van Meter
said, calling the Goodrum trial
a fiasco and the campus police
promotions dumbfounding.
Van Meter said he tried to
portray the overlooked facets of

Autry, whose character suffered
once her job as an exotic dancer
was revealed.
“I do not think this is a
cautionary tale,” he said.
“Katie’s brief tenure as a dancer
had nothing to do with the case.
She was a student who got a
sober ride home from a frat
party.”
He said that was much more
responsible than he would have
behaved at that age.
Reactions to the book vary.
“Some of Katie’s old friends
thought it was a beautiful and
sad portrait of her. Family
members of those portrayed had
mixed feelings, which is to be
expected,” he said.
The process even gave Van
Meter a connection to Autry.
“I felt very protective of her
while working on the book.”
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UNIVERSITY TEXTBOOK
AND SUPPLY

KJI J^[E\\9Wcfki8eeaijeh[i
Bring in this AD
to get an

EXTRA $5

Minimum Sell of $50

when you sell back your books

Reserve your books at UTS!
Email… Fax… or drop off a copy of your class schedule
and we’ll have your books waiting for you.
Or . . . fill out this form and bring it in and get
10% off any WKU clothing purchase!
Name:
or

Course
EXAMPLE

Course #

ENG

100

Phone:

Section #

Instructor

001

$5.00 OFF
WKU
Sportswear

UNIVERSITY TEXTBOOK & SUPPLY
Not valid with any other offers.
One coupon per person, per visit.
Expires12-31-09
WKU

Why wait in a LONG line to pay MORE for your books?

Email:

JMEKJIBE97J?EDI0Ed[beYWj[Z`kijWYheiij^[jhW_djhWYai
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JONES

1
2

Minimum Purchase of $30

UNIVERSITY TEXTBOOK & SUPPLY
Not valid with any other offers.
One coupon per person, per visit.
Expires 12-31-09
WKU

Come see
us

TODAY!

3
4
5
6

2 Convenient Locations
111 Old Morgantown Rd
(across the tracks from McCormack
Hall)
1240 Center St
(in the old Lemox building)

McCormack
Hall

Avenue of Champions

783-0687 phone
783-8391 fax
utextbooksupply@bellsouth.net

Parking
Structure

University
Textbook &
Supply
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Old Morgantown Rd

University Blvd.
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